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Liberal Neutrality and Limited Governments:
The Minimization of Social Minimum Policy Regime and the
Maximization of Basic Income

SAITO Taku

Abstract:

This paper defends an argumentation for basic income (BI) as a policy goal that the author has presented in
another thesis in this volume. His argumentation insisted that the level of basic income satisfying tow
constraints — that is, the protection of formal freedom and the achievement of a social minimum policy regime —
should be adopted as a policy objective at the macro-empirical level of policy evaluation. By examining the
political implications of Van Parijs (1995) within the framework of contemporary theories of distributive justice,
the normative values and socio-economic assumptions that support the adoption of this constrained extremum
are unfolded. Finally, it is shown that this argumentation supports the principle of liberal neutrality and

excludes any policy argumentations grounded in communitarian or perfectionist values.

Keywords: basic income, policy sciences, communitarianism, perfectionism, market fundamentalism
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