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Abstract

The term ‘familiar essay’ (/M#3) in modern Chinese literature generally refers to humorous
essays (F4ER/NMIETC) of the 1930s. Zhou Zuoren advocated the writing of familiar essays in the
mid-1920s. He was the first writer to use the term ‘familiar essay’ in modern Chinese literature. To
be more precise, despite its not being recognized as an official literary genre at the time, he used
the term in the preface to his work Book of a Rainy Day (1925), and also referred to the collection
of prose he wrote in 1924 as familiar essays. We can assume that, at the time, Zhou Zuoren
considered the familiar essay to be a distinct literary genre. However, little research on his 1920s’
familiar essays has been carried out, which means that the various phases of their development is
poorly understood and their influence on 1930s’ familiar essays has been overlooked. Also the level
of recognition of the familiar essay in literary circles at the time is not clearly understood.

This paper will analyze the nature of the familiar essay advocated by Zhou Zuoren and examine
its development focusing on articles from literature magazines and social trends of the 1920s. This
paper is also an experiment in determining if one aspect of the familiar essay can be made clearly
understandable, namely its development from the period following the peak of the May Fourth

Movement boom to the essay’s popularity in the 1930s.

Keywords : Zhou Zuoren (JE1E A\ ), familiar essay (/M 30), literary genres, the Preface of Book of
a Rainy Day (TFNRIE] 17), 19208’ China.
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