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Implementation of Debates for Full-time International Students:

Focusing on Others’ Points of View

KINUGAWA Tokiko (Shokutaku Lecturer, Ritsumeikan International)

Abstract

A debating class is considered as an effective method to promote logical thinking,
persuasiveness, or ability to express oneself. This article analyzes the functions of a debate
through the debate lesson of Japanese class, viewed in training of logical thinking, and
interaction with the others. And also, it discusses about learners’ learning and the roles of a
teacher. This practice showed that the learners had experienced interactions with others and
also with themselves, in other words, experienced the other persons’ point of view. And also,
they received various motivations for their way of thinking. Especially the debate lessons
helped to promote more logical, objective thinking and recognize the importance of various
points of view. Through this practice, a teacher is required various kinds of advices to promote
and deepen their thoughts and interactions, providing the skills of debating and assistances of

their Japanese.
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debate, logical thinking, training of the thought, the other persons’ point of view, interaction
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